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SPECIAL THANKS TO Faculty Judges

Dr. Timothy Mackey 
Director of the Global Health Policy 
Institute, Assistant Professor of 
Anesthesiology and Global Public 
Health 

Welcome to the 4th Annual Horizons of Global 

Health Research Symposium & Field Experience Expo!

UC San Diego’s Annual Horizons of Global Health Research Symposium is 

a unique opportunity for Global Health students to present their research 

about the diversity of global health work around the world. Faculty and 

students from across campus are invited to participate and contribute to 

building the UC San Diego Global Health community. During the Global 

Health Field Experience Expo, students can come meet with Global Health 

Study Abroad partners to explore international opportunities to gain 

hands-on experience abroad.

Keynote Speaker

Dr. Ebi conducts research on the impacts of and adaptation to climate 

change, including on extreme events, thermal stress, foodborne safety and

security, waterborne diseases, and vectorborne diseases. Today Dr. Ebi will 

speak on "The Health Risks of Climate Change" 

Rohm & Haas Endowed Professor in Public 

Health Sciences, Director of Center for Health 

and the Global Environment (CHanGE) 

University of Washington

Dr. Jennifer Wagman 
Assistant Professor in the Division of 
Global Public Health, Department of 
Medicine 

Kristie L. Ebi, PhD., MPH

Shivani Mehta 
The Effects of Ambient Air Pollution on Human Health: A Study on the 
Interrelationship of Socioeconomic Status and Air Pollution Health on 
Individuals in Chile 

Edith Arellano 
Improving the Delivery of Health Services to Low-income Communities of San 
Diego in Free Clinics by Using Social Theory, History, and Case Studies 

Samantha Benedicto 
China’s Integrated Healthcare System and its Effects on Health-Seeking Behavior for Chronic 
Pain 

Ethan Cvitanic 
The New Green Revolution: Community Responses to Unequal Air Pollution Distribution in South 
Los Angeles 

Alisha Donnell 
Tijuana River Watershed and Border Partnerships

Ashley Emuka 
The Case for Supervised Consumption Facilities in Tijuana: Global Health and Drug Policy 

Cassidy Estep 
Color Discrimination and Mutilation in Tanzania and its Effects on their Health and Wellbeing 

LAUREN FLEMING 
THE MODERN EVOLUTION OF HOMO-SEDENTARIUS*: A BUDDING PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEM WITH PRACTICAL 
SOLUTIONS 

Michelle Garibay 
Ocean Afforestation to Combat Climate Change and Protect Human Health 

Sahar Khan 
The Effects of Medical Tourism on the Indian Healthcare System 

Skylar Lane 
Contributing Factors to Diabetes Care in the United States and Canada 

Salvador Lemus 
Store Facilities Impact Food Environment 

Dafne Sanchez 
How Colonialism Changed the HIV/AIDS Epidemic in South Africa 

COMMUNITY HEALTH

Electronic Version of Students' Abstracts Available at: 

globalhealthprogram.ucsd.edu/events/Horizons.html

Learn more about Global Health Program at globalhealthprogram.ucsd.edu



Agenda

12:00 - 1:30PM 

Research Poster Session + Study Abroad
Field Experience Expo 

 

1:30PM
Keynote Speaker 

"The Health Risks of Climate Change"

Field experience expo participants

Study Abroad UC San Diego is a resource and 

support center for students who seek advice and 

guidance in relation to their study abroad journey. 

 Committed to helping advance and promote the 

participation of a diverse student body in all of its 

international programs.  

studyabroad.ucsd.edu 

IES Abroad educates students to become global 
leaders through premier study abroad and internship 

programs, which offer students worldwide 

experiential learning opportunities that meet the 

highest standards of academic quality. 

www.iesabroad.org 

American Institute For Foreign Study (AIFS) have
facilitated study abroad programs since 1964 for over 
1.5 million students. Provides a multitude of resources 

to assist our students in a study abroad program, and 

to safeguard their welfare around the globe 

www.aifsabroad.org

SIT Study Abroad offers semester and summer 
programs for undergraduate students in Africa, 

Asia and the Pacific, Europe, Latin America, and 

the Middle East, as well as comparative 

programs in multiple locations. 

studyabroad.sit.edu

Elizabeth Boystak 
Better Integrating the DPP into Black Populations 

Chelsea Chang 
Development Communication and its impact on Global Health Delivery, Media and Humanitarian Aid 

Savanna Ducharm 
Six years, Two disasters, One country: Humanitarian Aid Lessons from Haiti 

Suzy Guan 
Wearable Technology: Effects of Healthcare and Health Behavior 

Arielsela Holdbrook-Smith 
Integration of Binational Mexican-American Students into US Schools 

Tiffany Kang 
MDG 1, Could We Have Done Better? Lessons Learned from Addressing Poverty and Hunger in 
Southeast Asia and Africa 

Ali Shahsamand 
The Consequences of Inadequate Healthcare Infrastructure within Afghanistan 

Jessica Sibal 
Effects of Land Use on Water Sanitation and Vector Borne Disease in Thailand 

Julius Solbes-Moran 
Education Policy, Economic Growth in the SD-TJ Border Region, and Their Potential to Reduce SES- 
Linked Health Disparities 

Agapi Tshamjyan 
Examination of the Role of Prevention and Treatment in Disparities Seen in Non-Melanoma and 
Melanoma Skin Cancer Mortality Rates among Non-Hispanic Whites, Hispanics, and African Americans 
in the United States 

Joleen Chen 
Understanding the Sociocultural Determinants of Oral Health :  Community-Based Interventions in 
Oral Health Promotion and Reducing Oral Health Disparities in the Asia-Pacific 

Cathy Looc 
With Liberty  and Food Justice for All 

Selena Lopez 
Non-Conforming People of Color in Mex ico/The Influence of Social Suffering 
on the Mental Health of Indigenous Oaxacan Women of Méx ico 

Nare Hakobyan 
Contributing Factors of Successful Aging and the Role of Public Health 
Policies 

Dania Jafar 
The Flint Water Crisis and Structural Violence :  Looking Back and Forward 

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT



Horizons poster session participants

IMMIGRANT/REFUGEE HEALTH

Trina Amog 
Clinical Cultural Clash, Oh My: How Cultural Dissonance Diminishes the Placebo Effect of the 
Patient-Provider Relationship among Cambodian Refugees 

Farah Bishay & Alexandra Pryor 
Building a Cultural Competency Program for Refugee Healthcare Providers in San Diego County 

Danielle Davis
Lock Up for What? 

Kristelle Dealca 
The Effects of War and Forced Migration on Refugees from Burma Living in Thailand Refugee Camps 
and in the United States 

Dana Kurlander 
A Proposal for an Integrative Approach to Trauma Care for Torture Survivors: The Role of 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine for Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the United States 

Alyssa Moyer 
Migration and Indigenous Mexican Integration 

Alexandra Pryor 
The Validity of PTSD as a Concept and Sleep as both a Predictor & Remedy for PTSD among Refugees 
in Jordan 

Yazmin Tenorio 
The Invisible Refugee Crisis: Haitians on the US-Mexico Border 

Bayman Zada 
Mental Health of Syrian Refugees in the USA 

1 2 

MENTAL HEALTH/SUBSTANCE ABUSE
Jasmine Afzali 
Cultural barriers affecting Afghan Refugees Mental Health 

Farah Bishay 
Understanding Mental Health through the Eyes of Religion in Rural Egypt 

Celia Breuer 
"The Bottle Is My Wife:" A Qualitative Approach to Understanding Excessive 
Alcohol Consumption and Intimate Partner Violence in Ugandan Fishing 
Communities 

Kyle Callan 
Improving Care for Depression across Cultures 

Judith Garcia Rojas 
Analyzing Structural Causes Contributing to Harmful Alcohol Use among 
College Students 

 Nicholas Hakimi 
Socioeconomic Barriers to Mental Health Care in Mexico and U.S. 

Angela Lee 
Gender Inequality, Culture, and Depression in the United States 

Jae Lee 
Reasons to Create Holistic Community Healthcare Centers in Developing 
Nations 

Farah Rahman 
Three Steps Forward, Two steps back: A Critical Analysis of the Decrease in Mental Health in Newly 
Developing East-Southeast Asian and South American Countries 

Alexandra Roberts 
Turning Inward While Inside: The Benefit of Mindfulness-Based Psychosocial Interventions with 
Incarcerated Youth 

Charles Vigilia 
Global Mental Health: Contextualizing Determinants and Interventions of Mental Illness 

Nicole Amores 
Rethinking Coercion as Violence: The parallels between Obstetric Violence and Sexual Assault in 
African-American and Latinos in the United States 

Shayne Beamer 
Government Solutions for the Housing Crisis of Rural Tijuana Communities 

Bianca Devoto 
Mothers Finish Last in the “First World”: The Implications of Rising Maternal Deaths in the US and 
Lessons to Be Learned From Community-Based Maternal Care in Ecuador 

Neika Fatehi 
Saving the Lives of Those Who Give Life: Assessing Maternal Mortality in Sub-Saharan Africa 

Edith Jimenez Flores 
Menstruation Kept Behind Closed Doors in India 

Pangdee Thao 
Family Planning in the United States 

Natalie Wyss 
CHARM: Qualitative Analysis of Counseling Husbands to Achieve Reproductive Health and Marital 
Equity’s Influence on Women’s Health in Rural Maharashtra, India 

Chanan Raghav Kumar Batra 
Land of the Fee and Home of the Brave: A Comparative Analysis of Health Policy in the United 
States with Socialized Systems Worldwide With Respect to Disabled Populations 

Carrie Borwell 
A History of Biomedicine and Holistic Health 

WOMEN'S AND CHILDREN'S HEALTH

HEALTH COMMUNICATION/EDUCATION


